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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is responsive to the original application filed 12/16/2003. 
This action is Non-Final. Claims 1 -28 are pending and have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

2. 35 U.S,C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title, 

3. Claims 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

As to claim 16, a "compact interface" is being recited; however, the compact 
interface is a non-functional data structure that presents non-statutory subject matter. 

As such, claims 17-20 are rejected as incorporating the deficiencies of a claim 
upon which it depends. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
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be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 



5. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Guerrero et al. (US Patent 7,058,905), hereinafter "Guerrero". 



The Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior 
arts of record in the body of this action for the convenience of the Applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representation of the teachings in the art 
and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other 
passages and figures may apply as well The Applicant should consider the 
entire prior art as applicable as to the limitations of the claims. It is 
respectfully requested from the Applicant, in preparing the response, to 
consider fully the entire references as potentially teaching all or part of the 
claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior 
arts or disclosed by the Examiner. 



As claims 1, 9 and 21, Guerrero teaches a method for providing a compact 
interface for display of an object hierarchy having a plurality of levels (Abstract, lines 1-9) 
comprising: 

displaying a first level root node of the object hierarchy (fig 6A, label 608B; coL 7, lines 
19-23) in a first window (fig. 6A, label 504, col. 7, lines 11-13) upon selection of the first 
level root node in the first window, displaying a window (fig, 6A, label 506; coL 7, lines 
11-13) that includes a listing of all second level child nodes of the first level root node 
(fig. 6A, labels 610A-610F; col. 7, lines 25-26) immediately adjacent and to a side of the 
first level root node in the first window (fig. 6A, labels 504, 506, that the two windows 
504 and 506 are adjacent) and selecting one of the second level child nodes from the 
listing of all second level child nodes included in the window (fig. 6A, label 61 OF; col. 8, 
lines 16-17); 
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wherein, upon selection of one of the second level child nodes (fig. 6A, label 61 OF; col. 
8, lines 16-17), the window that includes the listing of all second level child nodes of the 
first level root node disappears from the first window (col. 4, lines 3-5; col. 8, lines 9-13, 
that when the choice list (window) 506 is reset, the displayed list disappears), and is 
replaced by the selected second level child node (fig. 6B, label 608C), which is displayed 
immediately adjacent and to the side of the first level root node in the first window (col. 4, 
lines 1-3; fig. 6B, labels 608B, 608C, that label 608C is displayed adjacent to and on the 
bottom side of label 6088). 

Guerrero does not specifically teach the window is a pop-up window. 

However, Guerrero teaches the vertical browser that comprises a path list and a 
choice list in separate areas (windows) (fig. 5, labels 502, 504, 506; col. 6, lines 66-67). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention that such a separate area (window) of the vertical browser could be a pop-up 
window. 

The difference from claim 21 to claim 1 is Guerrero further teaches a program 
product stored on a recordable medium (fig. 4, labels 400, 412; col. 4, lines 62-65) for 
providing a compact interface for display of an object hierarchy having a plurality of 
levels, which when executed (Abstract, lines 1-9). 

As claim 16, Guerrero teaches a compact interface for displaying an object 
hierarchy having a plurality of levels (Abstract, lines 1-9; fig. 6A-6D) in a first window (fig. 
6A, label 504, col. 7, lines 11-13) comprising: 

a first level root node of the object hierarchy (fig 6A, label 6088; col. 7, lines 19-23); 
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a single second level node of the object hierarchy (fig. 6A, labels 61 OF; col. 7, lines 25- 
26), wherein the second level node is a child of the first level root node (col. 7. lines 25- 
26). 

and a single third level node of the object hierarchy (fig. 6B, label 61 OB; col. 8, lines 20- 
22), wherein the third level node is a child of the second level node (fig. 68, labels 608C, 
6108; col. 8, lines 17-22, that label 6088 is a child of label 608C); 

wherein the first level root node (fig. 6C, label 6088), second level node (fig. 6C, label 
608C), and third level node (fig. 6C, label 608D) are displayed in a linear arrangement in 
the first window (fig. 6C, label 502, col. 6, lines 40-42, 49-52), wherein the first level root 
node (fig. 6D, label 6088) and second level node (fig. 6D, label 608C) are live (fig. 6D, 
labels 502, 624; col. 8, lines 52-56, that when arrows 624 are activated, all the items 
"6088-608E" in window 502 are alive to be ready for the selection), and wherein the third 
level node (fig. 6C, label 608D) is live if it has any child nodes (fig. 6C, labels 61 OA- 
61 OE). 

Guerrero teaches teach the nodes are displayed in a vertical linear arrangement 
vertically (fig. 6D, labels 608A-E; col. 8, lines 52-56). 

Guerrero does not specifically teach the nodes are displayed in a horizontal 
linear arrangement. However Guerrero teaches the vertical browser that comprises a 
path list (fig. 68, label 504). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention that such a display could display the nodes in a 
horizontal linear arrangement since windows can have vertical and horizontal scrolling 
bars. 
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As claims 2, 10 and 22, Guerrero further teaches: 
upon selection of the displayed second level child node in the first window , displaying a 
window (fig. 6B, label 506) that includes a listing of all third level child nodes (fig. 6B, 
label 610A-610B; col. 8, lines 20-22) of the displayed second level child node (fig. 68, 
label 608C) immediately adjacent to a side of the displayed second child node (fig 68, 
label 504) in the first window (fig. 68, labels 504, 506). 

and selecting one of the third level child nodes from the listing of all third level child 
nodes included in the window (fig. 68, labels 6108; col. 8, lines 24-29); 
wherein, upon selection of one of the third level child nodes (fig. 68, label 6108; col. 8, 
lines 24-29), the window that includes the listing of all third level child nodes of the 
displayed second level child node disappears from the first window (col. 8, lines 9-13, 
that when the choice list (window) 506 is reset, the displayed list disappears), and is 
replaced by the selected third level child node (fig. 6C, label 608D), which is displayed 
immediately adjacent and to the side of the displayed second child node in the first 
window (col. 4, lines 1-3; fig. 6C, labels 6088, 608C, 608D, that label 608D is displayed 
adjacent to and on the bottom side of label 608C). 

As claims 3, 11 and 23, Guerrero further teaches: 
selectively repeating the above-described steps for at least one subsequent level in the 
object hierarchy (col. 3, lines 67; col. 4, lines 1-5), wherein each selected node is 
displayed immediately adjacent and to a side of a selected node from a previous level of 
the object hierarchy (fig. 6C, labels 6088, 608C, 608D that label 608D is displayed 
adjacent to and on the bottom side of label 608C) in the first window (fig. 6A, label 504, 
col. 7, lines 11-13). 



Application/Control Number: 10/737,300 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2179 

As claims 4, 12 and 24, Guerrero further teaches the first level root node (fig. 
6C, label 608B) and any selected nodes (fig. 6C, label 608C-608D; col. 8, lines 57-63) 
are displayed in a linear arrangement in the first window (fig. 6C, label 502, col. 6, lines 
40-42, 49-52), wherein only a single node is displayed for each level of the object 
hierarchy (fig. 6A, label 608B/608C/608D is a single node). 

Guerrero teaches teach the nodes are displayed in a vertical linear arrangement 
vertically (fig. 6D, labels 608A-E; col. 8, lines 52-56). 

Guerrero does not specifically teach the nodes are displayed in a horizontal 
linear arrangement. However Guerrero teaches the vertical browser that comprises a 
path list (fig. 6B, label 504). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention that such a display could display the nodes in a 
horizontal linear arrangement since windows can have vertical and horizontal scrolling 

As claims 5, 13, 17-18 and 26, Guerrero further teaches upon selection of one 
of the displayed nodes in the first window (fig. 6A, label 506; col. 7, lines 11-13); 
displaying a window in the first window that includes a listing of all sibling nodes of the 
selected displayed node (fig. 6A, labels 610A-610F; col. 7, lines 25-26), and displaying a 
window the first window that includes a listing of all child nodes of the selected displayed 
node adjacent the selected displayed node (fig. 6A, labels 610A-610F; col, 7, lines 25- 
26). 



As claims 6, 14, 19 and 26, Guerrero further teaches upon selection of one of 
the displayed nodes in the first window (fig. 6A, label 506; col. 7, lines 1 1-13); 
displaying a window in the first window that includes a listing of at least one level of 
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ancestor nodes of the selected displayed node (fig. 6A, labels 504, 608B; col. 4, lines 1- 
5; col. 7, Lines 36-39), displaying a window in the first window that includes a listing of all 
sibling nodes of the selected displayed node (fig. 6A, labels 610A-610F; col. 7, lines 25- 
26). 

As claims 7, 15, 20 and 27, Guerrero further teaches upon selection of one of 
the displayed nodes in the first window: 

displaying a window in the first window that includes a listing of each level of ancestor 
nodes of the selected displayed node (fig. 6A. label 504; col. 4, lines 1-5; col. 7, Lines 
36-39). displaying a window in the first window t hat includes a listing of all sibling nodes 
of the selected displayed node (fig. 6A, labels 610A-610F; col. 7, lines 25-26), and 
displaying a window in the first window t hat includes a listing of each level of descendant 
nodes of the selected displayed node (fig. 6A. labels 610A-610F; col. 7, lines 25-26). 

As claims 8 and 28, Guerrero further teaches: 
associating at least one of the displayed nodes with a functionality (col. 10, lines 11-18, 
that each object (node) has it own function); and upon selection of one of the displayed 
nodes, executing the associated with the selected node ( col. 10. lines 19-24). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. 1.1 11 (c) to 
consider these references fully when responding to this action. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy Osberg whose telephone number is 571-270-1258. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30AM-5:00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



TTO 



